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Director’s Welcome
Greetings Dear Reader,
As we near the end of another academic year, it is with great
pleasure that I welcome you to reflect on what has occurred
in African American Studies at the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro this year.
Our winter issue noted the recognition we received for being
ranked in the top ten of African American Studies programs
and departments in this great nation. The timing of this news
could not have been better as we have been celebrating the
30th year anniversary of African American Studies at UNCG
and the 10th year of the degree.
Such an opportunity allowed the program to reconnect with
many of its alumni. This past spring, the AFS Advisory
Board elected Deryle Daniels Jr. (Class of 2011) to chair the
board. In addition to Deryle, two other alumni now serve,
including Tiffany Dyson Atkins and Andrea Jenkins. New
board member, Tracey McCain of WFMY News 2, joins
them. This issue highlights the work and accomplishments
of our own AFS Alumni.
Of course we remain fully engaged in our work as scholars
by contributing to our fields of study and the larger UNCG
academic community. We hosted a “Conversations with the
Community” talk and two lecturers this semester. Our
faculty news will provide more on the work of our active
faculty. Indeed AFS has been represented across America
and in West Africa.
To be sure, the work we do reflects in our legacy—AFS
Students. In May, 12 students will receive recognition for
completing their degree requirements. One student will
receive recognition for completing his post-baccalaureate
certificate requirements. They will join the ranks of proud
African American Studies degree holders who are changing
their communities and positively influencing lives.
In my fifth year as Director, I could not be prouder of our
students, alumni, and faculty.
Looking forward,
Tara T. Green, PhD
Associate Professor and Director
African American Studies, UNCG
AFS: Not just a Program, it’s a community.

Director, Dr. Tara T. Green
“We are preparing leaders whose
understanding of race, class, and gender
through their historical, literary,
political, and cultural studies will
prepare them for success in an
increasingly diverse world.”
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African American Studies:
Not Just the U.S.
AFS advanced its commitment to African diaspora studies by inviting Professor Antonio
Tillis, Director of African and African American Studies at Dartmouth College, to campus.
His presentation, which took place on March 21, 2013, was drawn from his current research
on women poets of the African disapora. After having lunch with three AFS majors and
two graduate Spanish students, he gave a brilliant presentation to an audience mostly
composed of AFS students, Spanish majors, and faculty. His presentation was an analysis of
works by two Latin American female writers of African ancestry, Nancy Morejón (Cuba)
and Conceição Evaristo (Brazil), focusing principally on the evocation of cultural memory.
Through their poetic works, Tillis argues, Morejón and Evaristo epistemologically engage
cultural memory in order to ontologically locate spatial and temporal positionality of being,
oftentimes representative of a Black historic collective within the African Diaspora. Dr.
Tillis is a specialist in the areas of Latin American, Afro-Latin American, and African
Diaspora literatures and has published an English translation of Latin women’s poetry, as
well as other works in his areas of specialty.

AFS Students and Faculty in the Community
If UNCG’s motto is service, AFS students and faculty do not hesitate to embrace the
true meaning of the word. This semester Logie Meachum took his students with him
to observe and participate in the ancient art of storytelling at Alderman Elementary,
Brightwood Elementary, and Claxton Elementary. Additionally, AFS Ambassadors
rearranged their schedules to give a tour to a YMCA group that visited the campus in
March from Wilmington, DE. They also accompanied Dr. Green to read books to five
fifth grade classes at Rankin Elementary. The books, which were stories from Africa
and on African American leaders, were donated to the teachers. What do these events
have in common? They prove the students’ dedication to sharing their developing
knowledge of Black literature, arts, and history to youth.
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Students in the Spotlight
Our major in the spotlight is Jarrod Rudd, a
graduating senior from Knightdale, NC. He
became an AFS major because he realized
how much he wasn’t learning about the
history and culture of African Americans in
high school and was always fascinated by the
many accomplishments of historic African
American figures. He believes his degree has
opened his eyes to a new way of thinking
about the world and it has taught him to
critically analyze everything from TV shows
to what people say. Being an AFS major has
exposed him to opportunities to network and
present at various conferences, such as the
annual CACE conference and the NCBS
conference he presented at in Cincinnati,
Ohio. After graduation, Jarrod will be
attending UNC-Wilmington to obtain his
M.Ed in Higher Education. “My most
memorable moment in AFS was being an
AFS ambassador for three years and all of the
things that came with the job. Being an
ambassador gave me the opportunity to help
recruit new AFS majors, read to children, and
grow closer to the other ambassadors and Dr.
G whom I will miss working with.”

Armondo Collins

Jarrod Rudd

Armondo Collins is a third year PhD student in
English with a minor concentration in AfricanAmerican Studies. Armondo’s research interests
include, African-American Literature, Black
Nationalism, Rhetoric, and Religious History.
Armondo finished his post-baccalaureate
certificate in African-American Studies, where he
explored and presented on topics as diverse as
Hip-Hop aesthetics, Black masculinity, film
criticism, and Black Nationalist religious history.
After completing his dissertation, Armondo plans
to teach, research, and write at the University
level. He currently teaches multimedia literacy
courses at UNCG’s Jackson Library and is also
teaching writing at Rowan- Cabarrus Community
College. Armondo was a featured speaker of the
“Conversation with the Community” series in
September and has twice won an essay award
from the National Council of Black Studies.
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I now pronounce you alumnus and
alumna to be

Charles Chavis, Class of Spring 2012 “In his own words”
It seems like it was just yesterday when I walked into the stadium of the Greensboro
Coliseum for the 2012 Spring graduation ceremony. Who would have thought that this
time this year my life would be so different? Upon graduating with my Bachelor of Arts in
African American Studies, I headed off to Vanderbilt University. This occurred only after
I fell in love with my now wife, AFS degree candidate, Mrs. Erica Letrece Chavis. As
busy as I was during my undergraduate career, I find myself equally as busy. Following
my graduation from the African American Studies program, it seems that even more
blessings have followed me. In addition to being named the Vanderbilt University
Brandon Scholar, I was awarded two additional scholarships from the Advent Christian
General Conference. In May of 2013 I will be traveling to London, England to participate
in an extensive study of Methodist Church founder John Wesley and the role that he
played in the development of Black Pentecostalism. Additionally, with the support of
faculty mentors from several Universities including Dr. Omar Ali (AFS, UNCG), Dr.
James Quirin (Fisk University), and Dr. David Michelson (Vanderbilt University), I was
awarded the 2013 Imagination Grant to pursue research in Addis Abba, the capitol city of
Ethiopia by the Vanderbilt University Divinity School Academic Programs Committee.
However, none of these accomplishments could bring me more joy than watching my
beautiful wife take the same walk that I did just under a year ago as a 2013 African
American Studies graduate.
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Our Legacy: AFS Alumni
Dr. Cameron Wynn graduated
from UNCG with a major in
African American Studies in 2009.
He is currently in his fourth and
final year at the UNC Chapel Hill
School of Medicine and will
graduate on May 11, 2013. During
his senior year as an AFS major, he
studied abroad at the University of
Botswana. After his first year of
medical school he was fortunate
enough to return to Botswana as a
volunteer with a non-profit
organization that focuses on
uplifting disadvantaged youth. He
worked with some of the youth
leaders to rebuild the health
program, which focuses on small
group work and peer health
education. Cameron has been
accepted into Palmetto Health
Richland's Emergency Medicine
Residency program in Columbia,
SC.

Deryle A. Daniels Jr.

Dr. Cameron Wynn

Deryle A. Daniels Jr. (Class of 2011)
started Daniels Professional Development
Company, a consulting firm focused on
molding young adults into professionals.
He also serves as the Project and Program
Manager at Sparked With A Purpose, Inc.,
a nonprofit organization focused on
positively influencing the lives of the lessfortunate through community-uplifting
efforts. In his spare time, he volunteers
with the organization Strive Charlotte, by
leading professional development
workshops for men who seek the tools
better themselves. Deryle was elected in
March to serve as the second president of
the AFS Advisory Board.
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AFS Alumni
Since graduating in 2003 with a Bachelors in African
American Studies and Political Science, Ashanti
White-Jackson has gone on to receive a Master of Arts
as well as a Masters in Library and Information
Studies. She has three published books—Chasing
Eden, Razor Blades Between My Teeth, and Not Your
Ordinary Librarian—and has articles in a number of
publications, including Callaloo, The Amistad, and
From the Homefront to the Battlefields: An
Encyclopedia of American Women at War. Her thirst
for knowledge and the desire to continue research on
contemporary cultural issues was sparked by various
courses she took as an AFS major, including Black
Women in American Society, The Color Complex, and
African American Literature; they served as a catalyst
for understanding the role of social justice in
publishing and academia. Her fondest memories
include the bimonthly Poetry Slams, which she helped
organize and host, as well as the emergence and
evolution of the AFS’s CACE events. Although she
initially hoped to become an attorney, the support and
information she received as an AFS student ignited her
writing career. An early work, “Black Holocaust” was
composed following a course with Dr. Frank Woods.
The piece won her the title of Miss Black and Gold and
prompted her dedication to the arts. She is currently
completing her doctorate in Transdisciplinary Studies
with a focus on Cultural Studies at the California
Institute of Integral Studies (for which Dr. Michael
Cauthen composed her reference letter) and she
recently received the Distinguished Author Alumni
Award from the program during the 2013
CACE/Alumni Awards Banquet.
She is married to Cpt. Terrence Jackson and has a
daughter, Kupuno Peru. From her writing career to
inspiration for her work to her scholastic
accomplishments, White-Jackson credits the professors
and staff of AFS with building the foundation for her
success.

Ashanti White-Jackson

Tiffany Dyson Atkins graduated from UNCG
in December of 2003 with a dual degree in
Political Science and African American
Studies. Following a corporate career, Tiffany
enrolled in Elon University School of Law,
where she received her Juris Doctorate degree
in May of 2011. After successfully passing the
NC Bar Exam on her first attempt, Tiffany
became the youngest attorney to join the
Greensboro Office of Legal Aid of North
Carolina, where she practices family and
employment law, including domestic violence
prosecution, custody litigation, divorce, and
hearings before the Department of
Employment Security.
Tiffany has been recognized both locally and
statewide for her service and contributions to
the community. In 2011, she received a
scholarship from the North Carolina
Association of Women Attorneys for her
commitment to diversity in the profession; she
also received the 2011 David Gergen
Leadership and Professionalism Award, given
annually to a graduating Elon Law student
who exemplifies leadership, service, and
professionalism.
Tiffany wed Luguzy Atkins on October 17,
2009, and they are expecting their first child,
Ellington Luguzy Atkins.
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AFS Alumni
Zhayawna Johnson: To this day I am still in shock that I
actually had the chance to study abroad in Cape Town, South
Africa. For some people, traveling outside of the country is
something that happens once, twice or even multiple times a
year. However, for me I knew that this may be a once in a
lifetime opportunity that I needed to take advantage of.

Andrea Bryant-Jenkins has a progressing career in
university advancement. She has nearly 10 years of
experience in the nonprofit and profit sector to include event
planning, fundraising, marketing, and volunteer recruitment.
She recently joined Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center as a
Major Gifts Officer for the Alumni Affairs and Development
office. She has served in other development roles for
AmeriCorps VISTA, Communities In Schools of Forsyth
County, East Market Street Development Corporation, and
the Junior League of Greensboro. After obtaining a
Bachelor of Arts from UNCG in Political Science and
African American Studies in 2004, Andrea furthered her
education and received a Master of Public Administration
from High Point University. Andrea served as a Brand and
Capability Co-Manager for local Victoria’s Secret Stores.
A true UNCG alum, she dedicates herself to the community
by serving as a mentor and volunteer. She currently serves
on the marketing committee for the Black Philanthropy
Initiative of The Winston Salem Foundation. Additionally,
she is a member of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals and of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated. She also serves on the AFS Advisory Board as
well as the UNCG Alumni Board and was the keynote
speaker at the AFS Fall 2012 graduation ceremony.
Andrea is married to George Jenkins, and has a beautiful
baby girl, Gabrielle, who recently turned one.

Zhayawna Johnson in Cape Town, South Africa

Although I was in Cape Town to “study” I gained so much
more from this experience than just an extension of my
education. My time spent abroad was filled with
unforgettable unexpected adventures. I participated in an
African dance class that incorporated traditional dances from
all over Africa. I had the opportunity to learn about the
sociological issues of race, class, and gender from a South
African perspective. To name a few activities, I had the
pleasure of visiting Nelson Mandela’s prison, located on
Robben Island. I went on a two week backpacking trip down
the coast of South Africa, beginning in Johannesburg and
making various stops along the coast on the way back to Cape
Town. I spent two days living amongst Xhosa people in their
village where I participated in traditional Xhosa activities like
fetching water from a nearby spring and grinding maize on a
stone.
There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t think about Cape
Town and all of its beauty. One of the things that I loved most
about being in Cape Town was its diversity. I had the chance
to meet and make connections with not only local South
Africans, but people from all over Africa and the world. I feel
as though I met people while abroad that I will remember for
the rest of my life. Studying abroad taught me a lot about
myself and other people. It also made me realize how travel
outside of the United States allows one to see how life is lived
elsewhere. As for me, it has sparked my desire to have
another extended abroad experience in the near future.
Being from a working class family, I thought that studying
abroad was only something for members of the middle and
upper class. However, I am proof that through the support of
family and scholarship programs like the Benjamin A. Gilman
Scholarship, it is possible to study abroad. As a Gilman
recipient, I was able to fund my trip without having to take out
any loans. The AFS program and the College of Arts and
Sciences also awarded a stipend to assist with my plane ticket.
Without the generosity of those willing to support
international education, this trip may not have been possible.
Therefore I will forever be grateful to those that supported my
endeavors and helped make this experience possible for me.
My time abroad is something that I will hold near and
dear to my heart for the rest of my life.
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AFS Core & Affiliated Faculty News
. Ali (core) led a group of eleven AFS
Dr. Omar
students to New York for a national conference of
political independents, which aired on C-SPAN. He
also conducted a public conversation with Marilyn
Lott, UNCG alumna and Woolworth’s sit-in
movement participant, co-sponsored with the
International Civil Rights Center & Museum, and
he gave a paper at the W.E.B. Du Bois conference
at UNC-Chapel Hill.
Director Tara T. Green (core) released her third
book, Presenting Oprah Winfrey, Her Films, and
African American Literature, in February. The
Greensboro News and Record featured a story on
the book in its Sunday book section. During Spring
Break, she traveled to the University of Ghana
where she gave two talks, one based on her second
book, A Fatherless Child, and a second talk on
Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching
God and Oprah’s film adaptation. She also met
with faculty and administrators to discuss an
exchange agreement. Additionally, she became the
first AFS faculty member to receive promotion
from Associate Professor to Professor of African
American Studies, effective August 1.
Sarah Jane Cervenak (core, jointly appointed in
Women’s and Gender Studies) completed her
manuscript, Wandering:Philosophical
Performances of Racial and Sexual Freedom
(forthcoming with Duke University Press).
Dr. Frank Woods (core) has published two
scholarly articles, “Embarking on a New Covenant:
Henry Ossawa Tanner’s Spiritual Crisis of 1896”
(American Art of the Smithsonian) and “Adaline
and the Judge: An Ex-Slave Girl’s Journey with
Albion W. Tourgée,” (Elon Law Review, 2012). He
also recently published a two volume set titled,
Institutional Racism and the African American Will
to Fight in the Segregated United States Armed
Forces: When Jim Crow Stood by Uncle Sam on a
history of African Americans in the segregated
United States Military.

Logie Meachum has been participating in two
programs sponsored by the Smithsonian Institute,
MOMS or Museums on Main Street and Journey
Stories. He performed for the Governing Board of
the National Council of Humanities in Chicago in
November at the request of the Smithsonian
Institute staff. Also in February, Logie delivered
the Martin Luther King Lecture at New Garden
Friends meeting, one of the oldest Quaker
Congregations in the country located here in
Greensboro, NC. Logie’s performances for young
audiences in elementary, middle and high schools
have been a major aspect of his teaching. On April
25th, Logie performed for the Center for Southern
Culture at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill at the request of Bill Ferris, former
Director of the National Council for the Humanities
under Pres. Bill Clinton.
Dr. Colleen Kriger (History) was on Research
Assignment in Fall 2012 working on her book
Making Money: Life, Death, and Business on the
Guinea Coast, which focuses on the trade in
captives and export commodities on the upper
Guinea Coast in the seventeenth century. It will be
published in the Africa in World History series of
Ohio University Press. In Spring 2013 she returned
to teaching her cross-listed AFS course, HIS
389:West Africa during the Atlantic Slave Trade as
well as a new course on the Rwandan genocide for
students in the Lloyd International Honors College.
She was also inducted into UNCG’s Eta Delta
chapter of the Phi Beta Delta International Scholars
Honor Society.
Dr. Erik M. Hines (Counseling) is a recipient of
the 2013 Summer Excellence Research Award. The
award is attached to funding for which Dr. Hines
will use to further his research agenda in exploring
variables that predict African American male
college enrollment and completion. In addition, he
was selected as a Fellow for the 2013 National Data
Institute on the datasets of the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES) and National Science
Foundation (NSF) sponsored by the American
Institutes for Research. Dr. Hines will learn how to
efficiently use secondary data sets to advance his
research agenda.
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Check out what AFS students &
Faculty are doing outside the
Classroom!

Bamidele Demerson, Marilyn Lott, and Omar Ali
Logie Meachum performs for students

AFS Poetry class performance
Logie Meachum with his AFS Poetry class

AFS Poetry class performance

Director Tara T. Green,
University of Ghana-Legon
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SUPPORT UNCG’S AFS PROGRAM
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We hope that you will support our Program by
making a tax-deductible donation. Your gift to AFS
allows us to build our scholarship fund to support
students in need or provide funding for our students
to study abroad and/or attend conferences.
To support AFS, please send your donation to
Advancement Services 1100 W. Market Street P.O.
Box 26170 Greensboro, NC 27402 clearly marked for
UNCG African American Studies Enrichment Fund or
give on-line at
http://www.uncg.edudur/studentsfirst/give_now.html.
If you have questions, do not hesitate to contact us.
No donation is too large or too small!
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Continue newsletter text here. ContinueCan’t
newsletter
here. Continue
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how about
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Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here.
We are expanding our internship program. If you own
www.uncg.edu/afs
Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here.

Join us on
FACEBOOK afs@uncg or
Follow us on Twitter
AfAmStudiesUNCG

a business, especially a law office or a non-profit, that
serves a significant number of African Americans and
are interested in sharing your professional expertise
with AFS majors, please contact Dr. Tara T. Green at
afs@uncg.edu or 336-334-5507.

Director: ttgreen@uncg.edu

African American Studies Program
349 Curry Building
P.O. Box 26170
Greensboro, NC 27402
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